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p r e s e n t s

The Wild & Scenic Film Festival was started in 2003 by the South Yuba River 
Citizens League (SYRCL, pronounced ‘circle’), a nonprofit river conservation 
organization located in Nevada City, CA in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada 

mountains. The organization was formed in 1983 when a small group of 
concerned citizens banded together to fight against several proposed dams. 
The festival’s namesake is in celebration of achieving Wild & Scenic status 

on 39 miles of the South Yuba River in 1999. The festival celebrates its 
annual event in Nevada City and Grass Valley, CA each January featuring 

more than 100 award-winning films and welcoming filmmakers, celebrities, 
and activists who bring a human face to the environmental movement.

SYRCL’s Wild & Scenic Film Festival is a call to action! Films can serve as a 
potent tool to educate and inspire activism and growth, and Wild & Scenic is 
committed to offering programming that addresses environmental injustice, 

racism, and inequity as well as lack of representation in the outdoors 
and environmental movements. The films chosen illustrate not only the 

challenges facing our planet but the work communities are doing to protect 
the environment and the places we love. The stories give us a sense of 

place and what it means to be responsible stewards of the earth.

Once the curtain closes in Nevada City, SYRCL shares their success 
with other organizations by taking the film festival On Tour to nearly 200 

communities worldwide. The tour, now reaching over 65,000 people a year, 
is building a grassroots network of organizations connected by a common 
goal of using film to inspire activism. The festival’s five National Partners: 

Peak Design, Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, Earthjustice, Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute’s Tangled Bank Studios, and MiiR have joined 

together to support this campaign. They help to bring these inspiring and 
provocative films to communities across the globe.

Enjoy the festival! 

For more information about Wild & Scenic’s home festival or SYRCL: 
www.wildandscenicfilmfestival.org 

www.yubariver.org

Thank you to our National Sponsors

  



“Ideas, like large rivers, never have just one source.”

  — Willy Ley, Rockets, Missiles, and Space Travel

Welcome back friends!

This is a very special evening—we are together in this theater and on 
couches across America for five days.

One of the things I love about these films is that they illustrate how 
solutions come from many places and people. Our changing world has 
turned all of us into innovators and the solutions we need to seek are within 
our grasp. These films show that people’s ideas and actions, wherever they 
are—coal country or the Pacific coast, India, England, Belize or Kenya—can 
succeed in making real progress.

Rivers are metaphors for many things, and they also provide tangible 
essential services to our communities. We at OARS continue to conduct 
science, protect our rivers, bring people to them, and educate the next 
generation. We are forming coalitions to build resilient water resources 
across municipalities and significantly strengthen ecological health. We 
encourage all of you to go explore our rivers and feel the peace of an 
ancient transportation network with no roads. 

Please visit OARS’ website (www.oars3rivers.org) to learn more about our 
work to protect and enhance our Wild & Scenic Assabet, Sudbury, and 
Concord Rivers, their tributaries and watersheds. Check out our events, for 
all ages and interests—you can get wet or stay dry—and volunteer too! If 
you’re not already a member, I encourage you to join us in our work—it is 
all possible because of our members.

I hope that you enjoy these films, taking heart in the community of people 
who watch with you here in the theater in Maynard and across the country!

Alison Field-Juma
Executive Director

23 Bradford Street • Concord • Massachusetts 01742
(978) 369-3956 • www.oars3rivers.org

http://www.oars3rivers.org


OARS is excited to bring to you our favorite films from the         
2022 Wild & Scenic Film Festival On Tour

Emcee:  EJ Labb

The Magical Forest and the Things (4 min)  
Award Winner: 2022 Best Kids Film 
As a Covid lockdown project, 6 year old Calliope narrates 
a story animated by artist Dave Russon depicting a 
critcal yet child-like observation of human consumption 
habits and the social reinforcements that influence it (in 
her words, of course).

Ghost Ponds (12 min) 
Award Winner: 2022 Best Student Filmaker
A grassroots movement seeks to reverse biodiversity 
loss by recovering a lost feature of the landscape . . .  
ghost ponds.

Camp Yoshi (10 min) 
When Rashad Frazier moved to the Pacific Northwest, 
his love of food merged with his love of adventure, 
inspiring his vision of Camp Yoshi. 

The Interconnectedness of All Living Things 
(10 min)
Artist Georgia Hodges paints a mural paying homage 
to life on earth and to H.R. 109, the Green New Deal 
Resolution.

A River Reborn (28 min)  
Abandoned for generations amidst the ruins of coal 
country, the Little Conemaugh River and the communi-
ties it flows through are posed for an unlikely rebirth.

One Star Reviews (2 min)
They say National Parks are America’s greatest idea. 
Some of the most beautiful and sacred places in all the 
world. Well, for some people . . . there’s still room for 
improvement!



INTERMISSION - 20 minutes 

The Bat Woman and Bat Man of India (7 min) 
The bat woman and bat man of India are on a strange 
and perilous journey to save India’s critically endangered 
bats.

Oshkigin: Spirit of Fire (16 min) 
Not all fire is bad. Oshkigin: Spirt of Fire shows the ways 
that traditional fire uses can reconnect us with the land 
and preserve the natural world.

Shaba (12 min) 
After losing her mother to poachers, an unruly elepant 
named Shaba is rescued to the mountains of northern 
Kanya to be rehabilitated back to the wild. The women 
keepers of Reteti Sanctuary have a maternal solution to 
soften Shaba’s heart.

Our Own House (22 min)
One small town. One big global problem.

Thank you for joining us for our 
14th Annual Wild & Scenic Film Festival! 

Our selection of films will be available for streaming on demand 
through midnight on Monday, June 20th. Log in to Qudio 
whenever you wish to rewatch any of the films. 

Please tell your friends about our Film Festival. There’s still time 
to get tickets. Send them to www.oars3rivers.org to learn more, 
buy tickets, and enter our raffle.

The raffle winners will be picked at the conclusion of the festival 
and will be announced on June 21st!

http://www.oars3rivers.org


Name: __________________________

Address: __________________________

 __________________________

Phone:  __________________________

Email:  __________________________

How did you learn about our Wild & Scenic
Film Festival?  ___________________________________________________

Make checks payable to OARS and mail to: 
 OARS, 23 Bradford Street, Concord, MA 01742
To pay by credit card, go to www.oars3rivers.org, click on Join and follow directions. 
OARS will be automatically notified.

• If your employer has a matching gift program, please include the company’s form. 
• Your membership dues are tax deductible.

Help protect the Sudbury, Assabet and Concord Rivers. 
Join OARS today!

Thank you for your support! 

Member $30 
Friend $50 
Activist $100 
Protector $250 
Guardian $500
Steward $1000
Other _________

Join OARS staff and Board of Directors for our 

2022 Annual Meeting 

featuring a presentation by                                                                  
Dr. Sarah Nelson, Director of Research at the Appalachian Mountain Club

What do Dragonflies Tell us About Mercury
 in our Rivers?

Monday, June 27
7:00 - 8:15 pm

Via Zoom

Please register at www.oars3rivers.org to get your Zoom link. 

https://www.oars3rivers.org/take-action/Join-OAR


Thank You for Making Our 
14th Annual Wild & Scenic Film Festival Possible

custom builders

Sponsors:

Supporters:

Friends:

Global Goods
Doing good globally

Thank you to the Maynard Fine Arts Theatre’s new owners, Les Gordon and 
Dafna Krouk-Gordon for hosting us. And to Max Naylor and Zachary St. John 
for their projection expertise and attention to detail!  

Cheers to our volunteers for making this evening exceptional!  A big thank 
you to our favorite emcee, EJ Labb, back in person and also virtually.  And 
a huge thank you to Jeff Collins for the countless hours spent selecting the 
films you are enjoying.  Thank you to Debbie Listernick for helping organize 
the evening.  



Explore, learn, and enjoy our amazing rivers . . . Get outside       
for a weekend of free activities including guided paddles, 

interpretive walks, wildlife presentations, and kid activities that 
celebrate our special rivers!

On Sunday at 10am, OARS’ Ride for the Rivers (~30 miles) will 
criss-cross all three rivers and even stop for ice cream!  Later in the 
day, join us in celebrating the arrival of summer at The Old Manse.  
Whether you walk, ride, or paddle to the event, bring a picnic and 
enjoy live music with Sawyer Lawson and Friends in the orchard 

starting at 6pm! Details at www.oars3rivers.org.  

A complete listing of Riverfest 2022 activities can be found at 
www.sudbury-assabet-concord.org

Riverfest 2022
June 18 & 19

Celebrate 23 years of 
Wild & Scenic status for the

Sudbury, Assabet and Concord Rivers!

http://www.oars3rivers.org
http://www.sudbury-assabet-concord.org

